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expense of the United States Government.   We also had
government motor cars at our disposal.   All the members
of the Conference were accommodated in the largest avail
able hotel, but the hotel and the town in general were so
overcrowded that I, the chief plenipotentiary of the Em-
peror of Russia, was assigned but two tiny rooms for my.
self and another small one for niy two valets,   My study
was almost a glass room, so that all I did there was plainly
visible not only from the many hotel rooms and adjacent
balconies, but even from the road to passers-by.   Natur-
ally, that road was constantly thronged hy curious people
who were anxious to catch a glimpse of the Russian pleni-
potentiary at work.   Needless to say, the press correspond-
ents hung around the place all day.  Not satisfied with keep*
ing in constant touch with rny secretaries, they solicited me
ceaselessly for personal interviews, the reporters of each
paper endeavouring to secure a separate interview so as to
obtain an exclusive story.
After the first morning session of the Conference was
over, we had luncheon with some of the port officials and
"their wives, to whom we had previously been introduced.
Afterward it became customary for the first and second
plenipotentiaries on each side to have luncheon at one table.
We also had with us two interpreters, ready to assist us
should the Japanese resort to their own language.   Liter-
ally dozens of courses were served, but the dishes were
mostly cold.   It appears that the government had ordered
hundreds of various luxuriously prepared dishes and stored
them in refrigerators to feed us on them.   I soon noticed
that one must be very careful with his food.   Two or three
days later I decided to refrain completely from eating it,
and for a time I touched nothing but bread and some vege-
tables.  Komura, on the contrary, ate everything with great
appetite.   On one occasion I called his attention to the
danger lurking in our food, but he wanted to display his